The role of social workers in providing comprehensive health care to pregnant women.
Prenatal care is an important women's health care issue. Numerous studies have shown that early monitoring and continuous care during pregnancy is associated with more favorable birth outcomes. Using data from a survey of service providers, this paper describes innovative service delivery models that are a part of Washington state's new, comprehensive maternity care system. Washington's program departs from traditional medical prenatal care in making both support and case management services available to pregnant women. The services are described, highlighting the roles that social workers play in providing maternity services.